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GERHARD E. FUCHS, PH.D.
SUMMARY

Dr. Fuchs is an established Scientist with over 50 years’ experience in the Materials and Mechanical Fields
specializing in aerospace, automotive racing, structural and bio-medical components, and aircraft investigations.
Over the years Dr. Fuchs has become well versed in the research and applications of the microstructure and
properties of high temperature and high-performance materials, including superalloys, intermetallics and
composites. Dr. Fuchs throughout his years as an academic professor has taught a host of programs related to the
physical and mechanical metallurgy of structural metals, joining of structural material, phase stability, environmental
resistance, failure analysis and computational materials science. In addition, Dr. Fuchs has provided his materials
science expertise to large number of investigations covering a broad range of materials issues as listed below under
Consulting Experience. He has also testified at deposition numerous times.

EDUCATION
Ph.D. in Materials Engineering with a minor in Mechanical Engineering, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute; 1986
Bachelor of Science in Unified Engineering, University of California; 1982

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

ASM International
The Materials, Metals and Minerals Society (TMS)
American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME)

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Additional courses and certifications competed in the following:
= ERAU, Aviation Accident Investigation and Management Course, 2023.

CAREER HISTORY

FORCON International — Materials Scientist
Conducting forensic investigations and expert witness services as it relates to his fields of expertise.

Consultant, August 2000 - Present

Performed failure analysis on aerospace, automotive racing, structural and bio-medical components, including
aircraft crash investigations. Provided guidance for materials and process selection, including AM processing, for
aerospace and automotive racing applications. Assisted in the development of new alloys and processes, resulting
in 2 patents for novel alloy compositions.

Advisory Engineer, Lockheed Martin-KAPL, 1997-1998

Principal Engineer, Martin Marietta-KAPL, 1992-1997

Engineer, General Electric-KAPL, 1988-1992

Developed and evaluated advanced structural materials for conventional PWR and advanced HTMR/LMR nuclear
reactor applications. Assisted with failure analysis of PWR components. Primary research areas included
microstructure-property-processing relationships in advanced intermetallic and Ni-base alloys. Guided
development and scale-up efforts of advanced concepts and taught internal courses on physical metallurgy, heat
treatment and powder metallurgy.

Aerospace Corporation — Member of Technical Staff, 1986-1988

Examined the mechanical and physical metallurgy of intermetallic matrix composites and low thermal expansion
alloys. Provided guidance for alloy and process selection and performed failure analysis of engineering materials
used in space systems and launch vehicles.
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Over the years, Dr Fuchs has provided expert analysis on a wide variety of other project specific based matters in
the following areas:

Aerospace failure analysis

Automotive Racing failure analysis

Automotive Items (Including):

Biomedical Items (including):

o Automotive trailer hitch failure

o Automotive suspension component (lower
control arm) failure

o Automotive trans-cooler leak/failure

o Emergency vehicle frame
corrosion/cracking

o Radiator failure on St. Augustine tour bus

Failure of RV ladder

o Rodent removal of wire insulation on
mobile home wiring

(@)

o Spinal instrumentation/pedicle  screw
fracture

o Instrumentation tool fracture (bolt cutter)

o Fracture of rotator cuff tacks

Household Items (Including):

Industrial Items (Including):

o Ladder failures

o Kitchen stove fires and temperature
estimates

o Pole saw/trimmer contacting overhead
wires resulting in electrocution

o Corrosion/failure of a swing set swing
attachment

o PVC water pipe failure resulting in injuries

o Rodent chewing wire insulation on mobile
home (resulting in resident being shocked)

o Metal chair failures

o Pressure relief disk failure

o Transformer failure resulting in the melting
of the containment tank

o Corrosion/failure of a beer-well at a
bourbon distillery

o Wind turbine blade failure

o Corrosion/Alloy selection for rings for off-
shore oil field mapping cables

o Failure of fastener for plumbing connection
hardware

o Steam pipe failure/fracture

o Corrosion of brass irrigation components at
TPC Sawgrass

Military Items (Including):

o Failure of military .50-cal rifle barrel

o Failure of M32 grenade launcher
ammunition

o Delayed hydrogen cracking of welds in
military launch pads

o Fatigue cracking of Kovar seals in
command destruct receivers in military
launch vehicle

o Alloy selection for advanced military
rifle/cannon barrels

o Alloy selection for advanced fusion reactor
components

ACADEMICS

Assistant Professor, 1998 — 2004
Associate Professor, 2004 — 2023
Materials Science & Engineering Department, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida.

Primary research and teaching interests include inter-relationship of processing, microstructure and properties of
high temperature and high-performance materials, including superalloys, intermetallics and composites. Additional
topics include physical and mechanical metallurgy of structural metals, joining of structural material, phase stability,
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environmental resistance, failure analysis and computational materials science. Also taught superalloys short
courses (with D.H. Boone) and was faculty advisor for University of Florida Materials Advantage Student Chapter.

Adjunct Assistant Professor, 1997-1998
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy New York
Taught graduate level course, and two and four-day short courses on High Temperature Alloys.

Adjunct Assistant Professor, 1992-1998

Union College, Schenectady, New York

Developed and taught courses on Physical Metallurgy and Process Metallurgy and Alloy Selection.
PATENTS

“Nickel-Base Alloy for Gas Turbine Components”, US 11,339,458 B2, May 24, 2022, with J.P. Strohl.

“Nickel-Base Alloy For Gas Turbine Applications”, US 9,322,082 B2, April 26, 2016, with C. Biondo, J.P. Strohl,
J.W. Samuelson, S.T. Wlodek, R.T. Wiodek.

PRESENTATIONS (Highlights)

Conferences/Symposiums

e “Fracture and Failure Analysis of High Temperature Materials”, ASM/TMS Fall Meeting, Pittsburgh, PA, to
be held September 25-28, 2005.

e “Future of MSE Education”, ECI Conference, Kona Hawaii, April 5-8, 2004 (Co-organized with R.
Abbaschian and M. McLean)

e “High Temperature Alloys: Processing for Properties”, TMS Annual Meeting, San Diego, California, March
2003, (Co-organized with J. Wahl).

e “Advanced Materials and Processes for Gas Turbines”, UEF Conference, Copper Mountain, Colorado,
September 2002, (Co-organized with A. James, T. Gabb, M. McLean and H. Harada).

Courses Developed/Taught

e EMA 3010 - Intro to Materials — Undergraduate level course to introduce materials science and engineering
to all College of Engineering students.

e EMA 3123 — Metallurgical Engineering — Undergraduate level course to introduce physical metallurgy
principles, including introduction of CALPHAD in discussion of phase diagrams.

e EMA 4020L — Metallurgical Lab — Created hands-on undergraduate lab to support process metallurgy
course.

o EMA 4120 — Phys Met | — Undergraduate level course on the physical metallurgy of engineering alloys —
Part I.

o EMA 4224 — Phys Met Il — Undergraduate level course on physical metallurgy of engineering alloys — Part
Il.

o EMA 4324 — Materials Stability — Undergraduate level course on environmental resistance and corrosion
of engineering materials.

o EMA 4623 — Process Metallurgy — Undergraduate level course on processing and selection of engineering
alloys.

o EMA 4714 — Materials Selection and Failure Analysis — Undergraduate level course on philosophy and
practice of selection of engineering materials and case studies in product liability and failure analysis.

e EMA 6106 — Advanced Phase Diagrams — Graduate level course on fundamentals of phase diagrams and
incorporated the use of computer software to predict phase stability.

e EMA 6107 — High Temperature Alloys — Newly developed graduate level course on the metallurgy of
superalloys and other high temperature materials.

o EMA 6625 — Advanced Metals Processing — Graduate level course on processing of structural materials.

Short Courses/Programs Taught
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“Superalloys for Severe Duty Applications”, Given once yearly at UF and around the world, with D. Boone
and W. Miglietti, 2005 to present.
“High Temperature Alloys — Short Course”, DNV, Oslo, Norway, August 1999 (with N.S. Stoloff).

PUBLICATIONS

Highlight of Recent Papers Published (within the last 10 years)

“Thermodynamic Simulation and Experimental Validation of Phase Stability in Ni-based Superalloys”,
Superalloys 2020, TMS-Warrendale, PA, (2021), with K. Ventura, D. Beaudry, A. Aviles, A. Kapustina, P.
Draa, K. Patel and R. Snider).

“Elevated Temperature, High Cycle Fatigue Behavior of Carbon-containing Single Crystal Ni-Based
Superalloys” MSE A, 760, (2019), p. 287-295. (with K.A. Al-Jarba).

“TEM Observation of Deformation under Nanoindentation in Single Crystal Ni-based Superalloys” Microsc.
Microana., 24, (2018), p. 2178-2179. (with A.S. Khalil, J. Turner, B. Oxdol, C. Song, S. Vachhani and A.M.
Minor.

“Investigation of Oxide Bifilms in Investment Cast Superalloy IN100: Part 2. Characterization”, Met Trans
A, March 2016 (with M.A. Kaplan).

“Investigation of Oxide Bifilms in Investment Cast Superalloy IN100: Part 1. Mechanical Propertites”, Met
Trans A, March 2016 (with M.A. Kaplan).

“The Effect of Secondary Gamma-prime on the Primary Creep Behavior of Single Crystal Nickel-Base
Superalloys”, Met. Trans A., in press (with B.C. Wilson).

“Project AZORIAN — Cold War Thriller Brings Classroom Theory to Life”, JOM, Vol. 65, (2013), p. 919-924.

AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

UF-MSE Triple Point Award — Excellence, Inspiration and Dedication to students (2007).

UF-COE — Exemplary Graduate Advisor/Mentor in National AGEP Doctoral Program (2004).

KAPL Teaming Award — For assisting in resolution of production problems and in the processing of naval
nuclear fuel elements (1997).

TMS Young Leaders Committee — For outstanding young members of TMS to foster increased professional
society interaction (1996).

Alfred H. Geisler Award — From the Eastern New York Chapter of ASM for significant achievement in
materials engineering (1993).

Materials, Manufacturing, Quality Engineering Award — From GE Power Generation for development of a
P/M steam generator alloy (1993).

KAPL Outstanding Patent Disclosure Award — For the development of a novel P/M steam generator alloy
(1992).
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GERHARD E. FUCHS, PH.D. — Deposition and/or Trial Summary (Last 5 years only listed)

Date Case Name Service Location

8/19/2025 Lopez v. Cirrus Aircraft Deposition (D) Nueces County, TX
Case Number: 2021CCV-60705-1

11/25/2024 Hartnett, Stockbridge, Dittmar v. Southwest Deposition (D) Arizona
Heliservices/Van Horn Aviation LLC
Case Number: C20210064

3/8/2024 Miriam Pita de O’Camp v. Florida Power & Deposition Florida
Light

2/21/2024 Case Number: 312021-CA-000125 Trial Testimony (P)

8/11/2023 Udall v. Papillon Helicopters Deposition (D) Nevada
Case Number: A-18-770467-C

1/7/2022 Varchola v. APR Auto Transport Inc. Deposition (P) Florida
Case Number: 502020CA003610XXXXMB

5/7/2021 Williams International Company v Broadie’s Arbitration (D) Michigan
Aircraft and Engine Services
Case Number: 01-20-0007-5702

4/30/2021 Burton v R.T. Turbines Deposition (D) Texas
Case Number: 19-0412-B

3/6/2019 Curtis Sayler and Cheryl Sayler vs. Travelers Trial (D) Florida
Property Casualty Company of America
Case Number: 5:17-cv-00291

11/21/2017 Francis Ciels v OSC Automotive, Jaspar Deposition (P) Florida
Engine Exchange and TPH Acquisitions
Case Number: 2016-CA-003786

11/10/2016 Petroleum Helicopters, Inc, v Rolls-Royce Deposition (P) Indiana
Corporation
Case Number: 1:15-cv-00840-TWP-DML

Gerhard e. Fuchs, PH.D. e Independent Contractor e 813-684-7868 e www.forcon.com Page 5 of 5 September 2025



http://www.forcon.com/

